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James  D.  Gillis 

I  was  born  July  11,  1870.  At  this  time  my 
parents  lived  at  broad  Cove  Intervale  New 
Strathlorne.  Formerly  they  had  home- 
steaded  at  Grand  Mira.  My  father  was  a  house 
painter  and  a  blacksmith.  He  was  also  a  noted 
violinist  and  piper  and  a  wit.  My  mother, 
Christina  MacAulay  was  descended  from  the 
MacAulays  of  N.  Uist  and  a  distant  relative 
(it  vSeems)  of  Lord  MacAulay. 

When  I  was  seven  months  old,  my  father 
died.  Then  I  was  removed  to  Upper  Margaree, 
where  I  climbed  the  years  of  probation. 

When  I  was  born  I  had  my  first  teeth  and  my 
mother  often  remarked  that  people  then  said 
that  this  was  a  sign  that  I'd  be  a  poet. 

At  the  age  of  5  I  read  the  4th  book.  This 
book  corresponded  to  the  3rd  Royal  of  a  later 
period.  In  short  at  that  time  I  could  read  any 
English  book  and  my  reason  would  divine  the 
meaning  of  hard  words.  Inspector  Jno.  Y. 
Gunn  said  I  had  a  good  memory.  But  my 
reasoning  powers  were  far  superior.  A  noted 
scholar  from  Scotland  (from  Kircu  bright)  said 
I  resembled  Sir  Walter  Scott,  my  forehead  etc. 

I  never  cared  for  taking  things  on  authority. 
I  abominated  ambiguous  problems.  If  left  to 
myself  I  could  solve  any  problem  as  well  or 
better  than  I  can  today  tho  I  have  solved  and 

[5] 


straightened  out  some  useless  and  puzzling 
ones.  But  much  of  the  education  of  many 
years  was  coming  and  going.  On  Grammar  and 
Composition  in  early  years  I  saw  the  idea  of 
function  and  it  consoles  me  now  to  see  others 
at  long  last  come  to  this  altho  they  never 
ascribe  any  credit  to  me.  But  I  see  a  few 
writers  on  Gram,  theory  try  to  twine  our  hard 
fought  for  English  with  college  made  Italian 
usefully  designated  Latin.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  that  any  nation  of  that  age  or  any 
other  would  move  among  such  a  machine  of  a 
Language  as  that.  When  I  think  of  all  our 
boys  of  all  generations  did  for  our  language,  I 
blush  to  think  of  grammars  with  Non.  Case, 
Dative  Case,  Ablative  Case,  Accusative  Case, 
supines,  etc. 

But  enough.  At  eighteen  I  opened  school  at 
Big  Cove  Banks.  I  taught  the  largest  at 
McFarlane's  Bridge,  Piper's  Glen,  N.  Ainslie, 
Judique  Intervale,  Miller  Sec.  (Melrose  Hill) 
and  Sask. 

Among  pupils  are  Rev.  M.  McCormack, 
East  Bay;  Rev.  Flavian  Sampson,  L'Ardoise, 
N.  S.;  Rev.  Chas.  Alison  McKenzie;  Rev. 
Arch.  D.  McKinnon,  Lake  Ainslie;  Prof.  Mur- 
doch C.  McLean,  Sc.  Dept.  Ottawa;  Rodk. 
McLean  Kenlock,  merchant. 

1.  I  may  issue  a  biography — a  fiction  before 
Xmas. 

2.  I  am  not  married.     I  don't  approve  of 
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love  at  first  sight.  I  think  divorce  as  justifi- 
able as  swearing,  etc.,  i.  e.,  if  there  be  grave 
reasons. 

3.  I  favor  sports  and  "physical  exercises" 
as  prescribed  for  schools;  but  I  don't  approve  of 
the  diplomacy  shown  by  inspectors  in  giving 
prizes.  The  judge  should  be  a  Sergeant  of  the 
Militia  or  Permanent  Force.  We  are  too  well 
acquainted  with  the  prize  to 

1  Religious  Sister  Cath. 

1  Teacher  in  a  town.  A  Prot. 

1  Cath.     pet  Balance  carried  forward 

1  Prot.      pet  — where? 

1  Another  politics  pet. 

But  all  harmless  sports  I  approve  of.  I  can 
fish,  swim,  walk  on  stilts.  I  can't  cycle.  I 
seldom  play  cards. 

3.  I  farmed  some  and  worked  in  the  lumber- 
woods  in  an  Insane  Hosp.  and  was  watchman 
at  Simpsons,  Regina. 

4.  I  issued  the  C.  B.  Giant  1898.  It  was 
printed  by  Jno.  Lovell  &  Son,  Montreal.  I 
sold  the  rights  to  Messrs.  T.  C.  Allen  &  Co. 
Halifax  in  1907. 

I  issued  Modern  English  or  (Can.  Gram.)  in 
1904,  and  not  long  after  sold  the  rights  to  Messrs. 
T.  C.  Allen.— Printer  A.  C.  Bertram  Prop. 
N.  S.  Herald. 

I  issued  the  Great  Election  in  1915,  sold  many 
copies  here  and  there  by  mail  and  later  the 

[7] 


rest,  something  less  than  1000  copies  to  Messrs. 
T.C.Allen. 

I  made  the  C.  B.  Author's  Map  of  the  World, 
— the  4  pole  map — in  1905.  A.  G.  DesBrisay 
was  the  draftsman  and  he  made  all  the  blue 
prints  I  desired.  It  was  entered  in  Stationer's 
Hall,  London,  England. 

5.     I  liked  the  N.  School  at  Truro  very  much. 
Mr.  Benoit,  Dr.  Hall  and  Dr.  Soloan  used  me 
very  well.     At  this  school  with  those  professors 
my   perspicacity   and   native   ability  reasoning 
powers  etc.  served  me  just  as  well  as  when  I 
was  under  12.     They  could  answer  and  could 
answer  any  question,  would  joke,  never  stabbed 
in  the  back  by  false  reports  to  Halifax,  etc., 
etc.     They  were  men  and  took  responsibilities, 
— never  hinted  that  the  Supt.  constrained    them 
to  do  this  or  that.     Yes,  they  were  none  of  those 
sneaking  cowards  who  regret  they  have  to  com- 
mand this  or  that  and  then  refer  to  the  absent 
man  of  authority.     It  was  no  Summer  School 
of  Science  where  a  group  of  quack  scientists  and 
an  inspector  organize  a  school  Annual  Meeting 
to  ridicule  the  poor  of  their  native  land  to  whom 
those  cravens  look  for  protection  in  times  of 
danger  and   then  try  to      smatter  out  a  few 
Gaelic   words,    when    the   Saxon    talk   has   re- 
bounded in  sad  echo  from  the  Saxon   funnel 
of  the  Saxony  submarine. 

In  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta  I  taught  school 
for  6  years;  from  the  view-point  of  scholars, 
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parents  and  trustees  with  great  success,  and 
according  to  the  views  of  school  inspectors  from 
Ontario,  with  poor  success.  I  took  charge  of 
schools  that  were  in  a  forlorn  state  and  left 
everything  O.  K.  and  the  children  much  im- 
proved. In  one  inspector's  learned  report  I 
was  held  responsible  for  things  that  occurred 
years  before  I  left  N.  S.  Others  were  contented 
to  gasp  that  I  was  untidy,  poorly  clad,  etc.,  etc., 
anything  at  all  to  put  me  down.  Those  insp. 
are  commanded  to  live  in  their  inspectorate 
but  they  live  in  Regina.  We  forget  down  here 
that  the  Prairie  Provinces  belong  to  Ontario 
and  Germany.  So  look  out  for  those  little 
great  men. 

Sir  Wilfred  Laurier  set  Alberta  and  Sask- 
atchewan agoing  in  1905.  Now  those  owners 
have  sunk  Saskatchewan  down  in  a  debt  that 
never  will  be  paid.  So  much  for  a  govt,  that 
approves  of  such  school  officials.  In  Alberta 
my  school  was  visited  by  an  inspector,  an 
Acadian  from  Inv.  Co.  N.  S.  He  said,  "I  am 
J.  T.  Ross  of  the  Educ.  Dpt.,  Edmonton". 
This  Insp.  favored  a  band  of  Trustees  that 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  paying  teachers;  but 
one  of  them  later  had  to  decamp.  I  might  say 
this  was  certainly  not  Mr.  Ross  but  Mr.  White. 
He  too  away  from  his  inspectorate  lived  in 
Edmonton.  It  would  pay  to  travel  from  N.  S. 
to  Regina  and  Edmon.  to  see  the  cleanliness 
and   pride   of   those   inspectors.     His   Majesty 
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King  Geo.  when  inspecting  troops  would  seem 
nothing  compared  with  those  and  as  for  their 
powers  as  teachers  they  laid  claims  to  probity 
etc.  that  could  do  justice  to  a  Chief  of  the  Metis 
or  Crees.  The  high  opinion  those  inspectors 
have  of  themselves  should  be  ranked  among  the 
seven  wonders  of  the  world.  They  too  show 
great  diplomacy  re  Strathcona  prizes,  viz. 

1  Nun 

1  Red  Cross  Nurse 

1  Prot. 

1  Cath. 

1  Menonite 

1  Dookabor 

The  same  number  of  each  sex.  Prizes  are 
divided  over  the  Provinces  and  inspectorates 
according  to  diplomacy. 

Inspectors  can  do  anything.  If  a  school  board 
refuses  to  accept  a  married  teacher  from  Ontario 
the  Inspector  cancels  the  trustees  and  appoints 
himself  or  somebody  else  trustee  at  $50  or  more 
a  year.  He  can  make  and  unmake  teachers. 
He  can  judge  clothes.  If  a  suit  from  the  Tip- 
top Tailors  doesn't  fit  a  teacher,  he  reports  this 
to  "papa",  the  Deputy  Min.  of  Educ.  There 
is  a  Compulsory  Attendance  Law  but  if  a  child 
runs  40  miles  on  a  school  day  after  a  binder  the 
teacher  is  blamed  for  this,  biit  the  law  sets 
inspectors  above  law. 

Reverting  to  myself — early  in  life  my  educ- 
ation was  interrupted  by  the  pulling  down  of 
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the  old  school-house  and  the  building  of  a  new. 
After  the  age  of  13,  the  number  of  days  I  went 
to  school  were  few. 

I  can  read  music,  staff  and  tonic  sol  fa,  and 
can  play  the  violin  and  bag-pipe. 

Among  men  who  influenced  me  I  mention 
Jas.  A.  McFarlane,  Donald  MacLennan,  barr- 
ister, Angus  R.  McLennan,  teacher,  now  abroad, 
William  T.  Allen,  Halifax,  William  Alexander 
J.  MacLean  Strathlorne,  Jno.  A.  MacDougall, 
B.  Cove  Banks,  Donald  A.  MacDonnell,  Kilt- 
arlity,  Upper  Margaree,  Drs.  Hall  and  Soloan, 
Truro,  Cpt.  Borden,  Halifax,  Major  Doull, 
Halifax,  Co.  Cpt.  W.  McKenzie,  Iron  Mines, 
Dr.  A.  H.  McKay,  Halifax,  Andro  Turto  Alvena, 
Sask.,  and  Mr.  S.  Kaiff,  Simpson  Bldg.,  Regina. 

I  compose  best  in  solitude.  I  don't  like  to 
write  on  any  subject  by  request.  But  if  thoughts 
and  conclusions  occupy  me  for  years,  I  write 
these  with  ease.  Original  terms,  idioms  etc. 
crowd  on  one  another  and  for  fear  of  misunder- 
standing I  sometimes  change  the  expression  to 
the  vogue  of  the  hour.  Yet,  I  believe  that  my 
natural  expression  has  more  punch  than  a  mod- 
ified. I  avoid  exaggeration  and  leave  out  lots 
that  might  be  written.  For  a  prosaic  example 
if  Mr.  Stone  weighed  200  lb.,  I  write  he  weighed 
at  least  150  etc.,  etc.  When  A  or  B  investigates 
the  result  produces  confidence.  This  manner  of 
probability  (in  truth)  enhances  fiction  itself. 
A  novel  may  contain  more  interesting  episodes, 
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than  are  known  of  an  ordinary  life;  but  none  of 
the  episodes  should  be  unnatural  or  impossible. 
As  far  as  we  know,  Nelson,  James  IV,  Scripio, 
Hannibal,  Napoleon  I,  etc.  were  simply  good, 
meek  boys  and  men  who  did  their  part.  Fict- 
itious characters  to  be  interesting  or  valuable 
should  lead  lives,  practical  and  practicable. 

In  politics  I  favor  the  Liberal  party.  I 
don't  approve  of  Confederation.  It  was  made 
for  Quebec  and  Ontario.  It  ruined  the  Marit- 
ime Prov.  and  B.  C.  If  N.  S.  had  a  chance, 
today  she  would  vie  with  Maine  or  Mass.,  U.  S. 
But  it's  Ontario  and  other  parts  of  the  "Empire" 
first.  Yes  but  we  have  the  C.  P.  R.  and  the 
C.  N.  R.  They  are  of  no  more  help  to  N.  S. 
than  they  are  to  Cuba  or  Nfld.  I  am  opposed 
to  life  jobs.  No  Govt,  office  of  any  kind  should 
be  held  by  one  person  or  family  for  more  than 
10  years,  Judgeship,  Inspectorship,  P.  O.  Office, 
Custom  Office  etc.,  Councillor,  M.  P.  P.,  M.  P. 
and  at  that  those  should  be  elected  at  the  polls. 
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